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blood from his own neck/ They all heard this announcement, but no
one agreed to undertake the heroic deed. This very strange thing
have we seen."
When King Vikramarka heard their words, he went himself to that
place. And when he saw the great shrine, beautiful and spacious, of
Visnu * Resting-on-the-Water,5 and the reservoir, he was astonisht,
and thought to himself: f( If I sprinkle this pond with the blood of my
neck, then it will become full of water, and it will be a benefaction to
all people. This my body, even tho it should live a hundred years,
must finally come to destruction; therefore a great man should not be
selfish with his body. To benefit others even the body should be
sacrificed. And it is said:
 4.	Tho one extend his life to cover a hundred autumns, he must
in any case meet death, even lying in his bed.   So the men who
do not practise selfishness with their bodies, which are the chief
disgrace of the whole world, being so easily subject to destruction,
they are the light of the world.	Moreover:
 5.	Ever and ever worn by disease, ever and ever the home of
sorrow, ever nigh unto death is this body-cage of mortals.
 6.	Truly, those men of righteous deeds who, setting at naught
their selfish advantage, have held the body valueless, are the
ones who have gathered the fruit of this life."
So thinking he went into the temple before him, and having paid
homage to Visnu 'Resting-on-the-Water' and bowed down before him,
he said: " Hail, deity of the waters! Since you desire blood from the
throat of a man bearing the thirty-two superior marks, now be satis-
fied with this blood from my throat, and cause this pond to be full of
water." Thus speaking he put his sword to his throat; but then the
deity stayed his sword and said: " O hero, I am appeased by you,
choose a wish." The king said: " If you are graciously disposed to-
wards me, then make this pond to be filled with water." The deity
said in reply: " O king, go quickly away from this place, and when
you look back, it shall be full of water." Hearing this the king quickly
went up on the bank of the pond; and the pond became filled with
water. And King Vikrama went to his own city.
Having told this story the statue said to King Bhoja: " O king, if
you possess such magnanimity, benevolence, courage, power, and other
virtues, then mount upon this throne."
Here ends the eighth story

